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A Division to Be Proud Of!

Nici Singletary, Division Director

This is my last article to you as Director of
the Southern Division. Yes, it’s hard to believe,
but when the May issue of Southern Cross is
released, we will have a new Division Director. I
will have served two terms (four years) and will

pass the baton to a new, highly capable Division
Director.

Looking back at the past 4 years, I can say that almost all of my goals as
Division Director have been accomplished. We are an incredibly strong, highly
respected Division. We have a rich history of producing leaders throughout the
organization, and our instructors and trainers are second to none! Many of our
patrollers have moved on to jobs in Colorado, Utah, Washington or California,
and the patrols they joined have been pleasantly surprised at how well-trained we
are, and how strong our ski, snowboard and toboggan skills are. We have much to
be proud of in our Division!

Over the past 4 years, we have seen an improvement in bi-directional
communications, through email, letters, personal visits, newsletters, the website,
and the online Southern Cross initiative. With visits to ski areas I have met many
patrollers and made lots of new friends, while simultaneously gathering grassroots
feedback and encouraging potential future leaders. Patrollers and patrols are today
more visible to the area managers and the Southeastern Ski Areas Association.
They understand our potential benefit to ski areas in terms of accident prevention
and education, and have supported our efforts in this arena. In return, they have
been more supportive of us as we seek locations to train and hold special events.

One thing I have learned through my Division travels is that Southern
Division patrollers all have unique talents and backgrounds. Our membership
diversity is one of our greatest assets. The “glue” that holds us together is our
genuine desire to help others, and our membership in NSP. One of the most
satisfying aspects of my time spent as Division Director has been the opportunity
to give back to this organization. I hope each of you will consider giving back to
your organization, by serving in a future leadership role!

I would like to thank all the members of the Executive Committee, the
Section Chiefs, Program Supervisors, Advisors and especially the Patrol
Representatives for all the time and effort they have donated to their
administrative positions in the Southern Division. Please come celebrate a great
season and help us plan for the next on May the 3" in Roanoke, Virginia. Our
Division Spring meeting is open to ALL patrollers and their families, and will be
held at the Wyndham Hotel (near the Roanoke airport). The registration form is
inside this edition of Southern Cross.
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From the Assistants...

Awards, Reports and
New Appointments

Morgan Armstrong

First Assistant Division Director

Chiefs
should have awards well underway

Awards: Section
by the publication of Southern Cross with each patrol
submitting at least one nomination for each of the awards for
“Outstanding” unit or person. Also, each line officer should
submit any awards you feel necessary for those who have
given outstanding service and work. Remember—the awards
being submitted for an “Outstanding,” unit citation, must be
written so the test judges will not be able to recognize the
person or unit.

End of Year Reports: A new form is being used this
year. Neil Booth made several improvements during 2002,
and these are now incorporated into the form sent to each line
officer by e-mail. If you have not received a form for your
end of year report, please contact R. Morgan Armstrong, 1*
Assistant Division Director:

About The MTR Course
Dennis Slagle

Second Assistant Division Director

The Mountain Travel and Rescue
(MTR) course in the NSP curriculum
is thought of as a Nordic specific course and for “outback”
types. The real backbone of the course is SAR (Search And
Rescue). The course is aimed at teaching someone how to

assist, be a vital part, or run a search and rescue according to
the course taken. The basic course is the Fundamentals course
and has NO overnight stay and is ONLY classroom.
Previously, even the basic course had an overnight stay and
field exercises in orienteering and SAR. Now only the level 1
and level 2 courses have overnight stays.

MTR teaches SAR which is vital to each and every ski
area. Each patrol should have a search plan for their area. It
should detail who and what should be done to find a missing
person specifically at that area. Any patroller at any area can
set up their plan if they have taken the MTR courses or has

Post Office Box 699

Collinsville, VA 24078-0699

(276) 629-1654

RMASP@ Adelphia.net

Notice To Line Officers: Upon the change of Division

Director, all line officers must submit a resignation. The new
administration will then appoint those people to fill the officer
positions as needed. To assist in an orderly transfer, each
Region Director and Section Chief is requested to compile a
list of interested people who would desire to be appointed to
these positions. Please ask as many patrollers as possible to
obtain a large group of people who are interested. This greater
depth of potential officers will make our division much
stronger. It also will allow interested patrollers to begin
training to take over the positions in the future. Anyone
interested in serving as a section, region or division officer
should send a written request to his/her section chief and
region director. These should in turn be forwarded to the new
division director or to me. Thank you for your assistance.

had precious experience in SAR operations. Imagine a
weekend when there are patrollers present who have no
experience in SAR and a frantic parent comes up at the end of
the day and cannot find a child. How do you start? Where do
you start? The MTR course will teach students the
fundamentals of how SARs are conducted.

As previously stated, MTR is thought of by many as a
Nordic course. The intent is to conduct an “out of area” search
and rescue. When you get out of area, all the other course
content becomes more critical. When going out of area, you
may be out over night and need the instruction to be able to
stay overnight (in cold conditions) and resume operations in
the morning. Additionally the orienteering portion teaches
map reading and path finding if you are searching in
unfamiliar territory.

Hopefully everyone can understand the importance of
the MTR course in the NSP curriculum and understand for
what it is specifically intended. Even if you have never and
will never venture out of area, the SAR portion is the essential
part that should be integrated into each patrol.

Southern Cross—January 2003

Return to Front Page



From the Divisions...

Dixie Region
Neil Booth, Region Director

You cannot stop winter from
arriving and you cannot stop our
SnowSports enthusiasts either! The
southernmost region and resorts are
doing what we all do everyday. Manage our opportunities to
the maximum and manage our obstacles with minimal
disruption to our consumers.

During my visits to the four OEC refreshers, pre-
refreshers and Instructor refreshers, it became apparent that
there had been a great deal of preparation put into this year’s
cycle. We appreciate and congratulate Dixie Instructor
Trainers, Instructors of Record, Instructors and Region OEC
Supervisor Bob Lang. The Division OEC Supervisor, Judi
Kay Monaghan and her staff set the stage for success with the
mandatory IT and IOR meeting in Wytheville. My personal
thanks are extended to everyone for the excellent job and total
commitment to excellence that was executed.

Now we are on to our on-the-hill annual ski and
toboggan refresher requirements. This process should be
nearing completion or completed. My thanks to all Toboggan
Instructors for their fine efforts and skills.

West Virginia Region

Jan Starr, Region Director

Whoever got us back in good graces
with Mother Nature; I thank you and all
the skiers’ thank you. We have been
blessed with cold and snow here in WV.
All the areas were open in plenty of time for the Christmas
rush with ample acreage to ski.

Our areas have new candidates to work with, and have
plenty of time to train and participate in the scheduled clinics.

A clinic I just had the opportunity to help teach, was the
Women’s Toboggan Clinic [See complete article on page 5.]
held at Massanutten. What a great fun time we had and
everyone learned something too! My thanks to Massanutten
for hosting and putting up with the 22 women that invaded
them.

We hope that our new candidates are working hard on
their ski and toboggan handling skills. OEC should be behind
most of you at this point. Work as hard in these training
sessions, plus on your own. Your level of achievement is
directly related to your individual drive and motivation. As
you have noticed, there are a lot of qualified, helpful and
enthusiastic members who are here to mentor you through all
processes. Good luck to all.

Our last group of taskmasters is our Ski and Toboggan
Examiners, along with our NSP-PSIA Instructors. They are
well into their training process within the system. They are
here to assist everyone. Like our OEC Instructors/Examiners,
the S&T and PSIA personnel are another quality assurance
program ready to assist membership within NSP.

Make sure you acknowledge the extra efforts of all
instructors, administrators, examiners and your Patrol
Representatives and Patrol Officers for the countless hours
and days they give to helping membership. They are always
willing to lend unconditional giving assistance to making you
and our system better.

Have a great season doing what you professionals do
best—serving the SnowSports industry and consumers.

I’m sure many of the women that participated in this
clinic will look forward to the next one and pass the word
along to their fellow female patrollers. We hope to have this
again next season.

There are still Senior and Certified clinics and
evaluations that will be held this season. Don’t hold back,
jump on in there and participate. I guarantee you’ll learn
something new and have fun while doing it. Please check the
calendar for the events nearest you.

There will be an executive meeting in February, and of
course our Spring meeting, so there is still time to get in any
suggestions to me for the re-organizational committee for
things to change or how to better ourselves. My email address
has been changed to:
middleviewfarm@onlinewv.com or you can reach me at:

jstarr@snowshoemtn.com.
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Blue Ridge Region

Butch McLean, Region Director

The ski resorts in the Blue
Ridge Region are having a super
season. It appears that this year the
south is in a weather pattern that
brings a major shot of cold air on the
weekends. Yes, we are skiing with
the guns going full blast and yes, we are having a little bit of
wind now and then, but it sure beats the fool out of 75 degrees
and no snow.

The Christmas Holiday has come and gone and we had
lots of snow to tempt folks to come and visit. All of the areas
had a highly successful holiday season and it looks like this
year is going to be a good money maker for all of the areas.
As this article is being penned the forecast for the Martin
Luther King Jr. weekend is for six to ten inches of snow for
the high country. Those groups that have made plans to ski
this weekend should not be disappointed.

The leaps in technology in the ski industry have brought
us many cool innovations such as shaped skis, Gore-Tex,
comfortable boots and floating bindings to name a few. This
publication is a prime example of how we can use technology
to make our lives a little easier. By signing up for electronic
delivery of the Southern Cross we not only save postage but

Virginia Region
Mike Fisher, Region Director

The ski season is off to a racing
start with the drought worries far
behind us. Most of the region’s
mountains opened much earlier than
expected due to the cold weather and
much needed rain collected in the
lakes. Snow conditions have been
excellent with little loss due to warm
weather or rain. Bryce and Massanutten have most to all of
their slopes open and the patrols are doing well. Wintergreen
has had a very good early season with decent skier numbers.
The Plunge tubing park experienced a rather large mudslide
that ran into the tubing park and the lift building at the

we can include more material and pictures. We have several
patrols in the region that are using electronic newsletters.

Appalachian Ski Patrol uses electronic newsletters to
keep its members up to date on mountain happenings and to
remind patrollers of their assigned duty days. It is full of
news, stories and tips for the Appalachian patroller. They
have been using this medium for several seasons and it has
proven to be a highly successful form of communication.

Hawksnest is another patrol that uses electronic
newsletters. What’s that you said? YES, HAWKSNEST IS
BACK! Last year Hawksnest was strictly a tubing area. This
season skiing/boarding is going great as well as the tubing
park. The patrol has returned with the majority of the patrol
intact.

We held our regional senior ski and toboggan clinic at
Beech Mountain in early January and the turn out was
outstanding. Patrollers who were interested in becoming
seniors attended from each mountain in the region. Rick
Laws, Chief Examiner for the region had enough senior
examiners on hand so that the aspirants were divided into
three groups with one senior examiner to act as liaison in each
group. The patrollers rotated through three stations with two
examiners in each station. They were given an opportunity to
see what was included in the senior test, ask questions and
have fun. Thanks to the efforts of many patrollers the senior
program is alive and well in the Blue Ridge Region.

bottom. They got the dirt moved quickly and were back to full
speed in several days.

Lacy Williams reported that the Women’s Toboggan
clinic held at Massanutten was a great experience and super
for those wanting to improve their ski and toboggan skills.
She felt that the program went so well that we should consider
having another clinic next year.

Our Senior Program is starting January 25 with the
Senior Emergency Management clinic and Senior Ski and
Toboggan clinic at Wintergreen. The final exam for the
Senior program will be at Massanutten February 22 for
emergency management and February 23 for the ski and
toboggan handling. The Certified clinics will be held
February 1 at Wintergreen and February 2 at Massanutten. Ski
ya on the slopes.
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From Supervisors, Advisors and Representativesf

Womenes Toboggan Clinic the person from the Eastern Division who originally designed
and implemented this program about five years ago. She has

since taught this program at Powderfall at Snowbird and
Whistler. This program has also been given in the Central
division. The three other instructors from the Southern
Division were Jan Starr, Melinda Souder and Leslie Carter.
The weather at Massanutten was made to order,nice

enhancement seminar at Massanutten ski resort. Held o?lnd cold. Lows in the 20s and highs just over 30 made for
January 11th and 12th, eighteen NSP women from all over thgerfect skiing conditions. In contrast, the welcome the resort

Southern Division came to Massanutten to learn new ski an§2ve t© all the participants was extremely Wgrm t.hz.;mks to
toboggan skills Bartek and the management at Massanutten. Six training sleds

The Lead instructor, Deb Daniels, came down from"ere available for the clinic to use. Additionally we had the
Bromley Ski Resort in Vermont to teach this program. Deb isUse of our own section of the lodge. After the clinic on
Saturday, the Massanutten ski patrol threw a wine and cheese
party at the patrol house while the clinic participants looked at
training video and videos shot on the slope that day.

With the inaugural clinic over, plans are already being
made for next yeares clinic. The clinic has information for
every skier level. This year we taught participants from
candidates through Senior level patrollers with even the
Certified level instructors learning new tricks. So put it on
your calendars for next year, the weekend before Martin
Luther King weekend and please register early. This year |
had to turn down five or six people because the course booked
up early.

Tim Asbury, Alpine Ski and Toboggan
Advisor

For the first time the Southern
Division offered a women only

toboggan enhancement and skier

Deb Daniels, the creator of the Womenes Ski
and Toboggan Clinic, doesnet hide her
enthusiasm when it comes to sharing her
considerable skills with clinic participants.

This clinic is for women of all skiing levels.
Ethlyn (Hawksnest) is looking good in the
handles on her first day of toboggan handling.
Peggy (Wintergreen) is on the tail rope.

A Full House! If youere interested in attending
" next yeares clinic, mark your calendar now for
- January 10 and 11, 2004, and get your
application in early. This yeares clinic filled up
early, and most of this yeares participants are
already making plans to return next year.
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