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Certified Exam Parts

The Certified Program consists of nine modules: (1) Area Operations, (2) Risk Management, (3) Avalanche Hazard Assessment, (4) Avalanche Risk Mitigation, (5) Avalanche Rescue, (6) emergency care, (7) rope rescue and lift evacuation, (8) skiing/ snowboarding, and (9) toboggan handling.   
There are 12 parts to the examination process which the Southern Division Certified Program uses to evaluate a candidate.
· A candidate is expected to pass all 12 parts (listed as A through L below) within 3 consecutive exams.
· Once a part is passed it does not have to be reexamined within that 3 season interval.
· At the end of the three year cycle if the candidate has been unsuccessful they are welcome to reapply and if accepted begin all over.

· A candidate may be awarded an extension at the annual meeting under some circumstances.

See Southern Division Certified Program Policies and Procedures for more specific details.
Here is a brief outline of the Southern Division exam-

Module s 1&2
Area Operations and Risk Management

A
Slope Safety Interview

Discuss grooming, snowmaking, lifts, risk management and slope safety issues with instructor team.

B
Management
Prepare a resume, patrol budget, and patrol operations plan which you have developed in response to a prepublished scenario.  Due Feb 15.
In an interview for the position of patrol director for the patrol described in the scenario be prepared to defend those written responses and to explore additional issues.
Modules 3,4,&5
Avalanche Rescue
C
Avalanche
Prepare a travel plan which you have developed in response to a prepublished scenario or alternatively take a short answer exam regarding avalanche knowledge.  Due Feb 15.

In an interview you may be asked to defend or embellish your responses as well as to discuss avalanche issues and demonstrate skills with instructor team.

Find and retrieve an avalanche beacon within 2 minutes

Module 6
Emergency Care

D
OEC Team Practical Scenarios



A team of 3 will work 3 scenarios

E
OEC Bystander Scenario

An individual candidate will work one scenario with the assistance of bystanders.

F
OEC Unresponsive Scenario

An individual candidate will work one scenario involving an unresponsive patient.

G
OEC Objective Test

The candidate must score at least a 90% on a standard OEC objective test.

Module 7
Lift Evacuation and Rope Knowledge
H
Equipment knowledge and knot proficiency

Knot proficiency is evaluated using an interview format, including tying knots as well as evaluating knots which have already been tied.  Knot proficiency can be assessed at any clinic and should be completed before exam week.

Equipment knowledge may be evaluated using an interview or a short answer test.  Written tests are due Feb 15.
I
Lift Evacuation

An interview addressing issues pertaining to various aspects of lift evacuation: training, planning, and implementation.  See the Rope Rescue Module Study Guide for concerning possible discussion points.

The candidate will demonstrate specific practical skills associated with lift evacuation.  Parts of this assessment may be stages as if the candidate is the lead instructor for lift evacuation training for their patrol.  Stepping on the rope or slings is an automatic fail.
J
Rope Rescue

This station includes a short interview pertaining to issues relating to low angle rescue.

The candidate will have 20 minutes to build and operate a system for lowering as well as a system (typically 3 to 1) for raising a sled and patient.

Module 8
Skiing/Snowboarding

K
Ski/Snowboard evaluation
5 tasks are assigned to the candidate.


Including a steep/mogel run and a patroller run.

Module 9
Toboggan Handling

L
Toboggan Handling evaluation
Empty run

Loaded handles


Traverses on steep, mogeled terrain.

Sled handling on steep, mogeled terrain.

